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Philadelphia, 22d Oct., 1781   
Dear Sir:   
Congress having done me the honor to appoint me their secretary for foreign affairs and 
made it my duty to collect and transmit such intelligence as may be useful to our Ministers, I 
take the liberty to open a correspondence with you. From the past, I have reason to hope that 
your future operations will furnish the most agreeable and useful information at foreign courts. 
For nothing is more incontrovertably true than that splendid victories, and a wise administration 
at home are the best negotiators abroad.   
Give me leave, sir, to congratulate you upon your success. We have reason to hope that 
it will be attended with the most important consequences, more especially, if, as we may expect, 
the commander in chief should be enabled to make a considerable addition to the brave corps 
you command.   
The enemy have sailed from New York with twenty-six ships of the line including three of 
fifty guns having on board their ships of war 5,000 land forces in order to attempt the relief of 
Corn-wallis; for that, happily, they are too late, but as sympathizing friends afford consolation to 
the distressed, he may possibly derive some comfort from their sharing, at least in part, his fate.  
I have the honor to be, Dear Sir,   
With great respect and esteem  
Your most ob(edient) and hum(ble) ser(van)t   
Rob(ert) R. Livingston   
The Hon.  Maj. Gen. Greene 
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